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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 10 July 1947

SUBJECT: Applioability of Fedsral Tort Claims Act,
Public Law 801, 79th Congress

In commection with the claim pressnted by Mr. H. ¥. DeHaven
congerning an injury to his private vehicle as a result of a CIG truck
rumning into the front of hie oar on 22 May 1947, & review has been
made of the applieable provisions of the Federal Tort Claims Act and
Decisions of the Comptroller General of the U. B. for the purpose of
asoertalning the procedure which must be followed in order to effect
proper settlemont of the claim,

The ssttloment of olaims of §1,000 or less involving damage to

" privately owned property where negligence of an officer or an employee
while porforming officlal duty is involved, may bs offected by the head
of the establishment or department scncerned, provided appropristions
have besn made specifically for this purpose. The Pederal Tort Claims
Aet authoriges the making of appropriations, but ths Comptrellesr General
kas held that in such cases it i3 subdsequently necessary in sach fiscal
year appropriation aot to have specific provizions made therefor.

The provisions of the pertinent portion of Publie Law 515, 79th
Congress, from which the 1947-48 funde available to 0IG were obtalned,
nekes provisions for the payment of olaims of the nature herein discuss-
ed, based on the muthorizations oontained in Public law 112, a3 amendsd,
approved July 3, 1843 by the 74th Congress (223b U.3.C. Title 31).

8eotlon 424n of the Federal Tort Claims Act of 1946 repeals a
nuaber of statutes whioh previoualy suthorized the headm of departments
to ssttle olaims for less than #1,000 where negligence of officers and
esployess wag svident and during the courss of performing official duties.
A situation somewhst similar to the instant cese was covered by the Comp-
troller General of the U, 8. in his Decision %o the Postmaster General on
August 29, 1948 (26 Comp. Gen. 148). The applicability of Public Law 601,
79th Congress, was further clarified by the Comptroller General in his
Deoision to the 3ecretary of State on January 8, 1547 (86 Comp. Gen. 453).

In view of these Deciaions and since funds were originally made
availadble in the provision of the War Dapartment appropriation language
from which CIG obtained its monies (mlthough the basic muthorizing ata-
tuts was repsalsd by the Pederal Tort Claims Aot of 1946), it appsars
that funds are currently available for payment to jir. DeHaven for his
olaim for damages, provided the: Yia :
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